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ABSTRACT 



The study was conducted with the understanding that 
bilingual Navajo Indian students attempting to get an education in 
the public school system are faced with learning to read the English 
language under the conventional method. As stated, the primary 
purpose of this study was to determine if the Indian and non-Indian 
children in grades 4, 5, and 6 of the San Juan County School 
District, Utah, could increase their reading vocabulary using 6 
conventional basal readers and accompanying dictionaries, the "Little 
Dictionaries for Vocabulary and Idioms," during the school year 
1969-70. These investigator-constructed dictionaries contained 
English definitions of every idiom and vocabulary item in the basal 
readers that the researcher deemed questionable in terms of 
understanding by a bilingual student. Results of the pre- and 
post-test were statistically compared using the t-ratio. General 
findings were that grades 5 and 6 of the experimental Indian group 
showed significant gains in vocabulary skills; grade 4 Indian 
students in the experimental groups gained higher than grade 4 
Indians in the control group; and grade 4 non-Indians in the control 
group gained significantly higher than Indians in the same group. 
Recommendations are included for replication and further study of the 
problem. (EL) 
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CHAPTER I 

INTRODUCTION 
NATURE OF THE PROBLEM 

Several ideas have been conceived in an attempt to provide 
some educational method that would facilitate the bilingual student 
in learning English. The bulk of these methods center around 
linguistic approaches which aid the bilingual student with his speak- 
ing vocabulary, but little if any is carried into any reading program. 
The ability to read a new language is mandatory when confronted with 
texts and instructional material written in the new language. Some 
programs nave used objects and pictures in an effort to help students 
identify printed words with real objects. Many of the new bilingual 
education programs are attempting to teach the child using his native 
tongue. 

Teaching a student how to speak a new language without helping 
him to learn to read and understand the vocabulary and idiomatic 
nature of this new language limits the student to a speaking vocabulary 
alone, which is inadequate for educational purposes. Most of the 
educational material the bilingual student encounters is in written 
form. If he doesn't read he doesn't understand nor achieve. When 
students fail to achieve in school they drop out. 
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Since Navajo Indiana are bilingual and aince they have at to up ti- 
ed to become educated in the public school system,, they are faced with 
the task or learning to read the English language under the present 
methods. It was with an understanding of this problem that this study 
was conducted. 

THE PROBLEM 



Statement of Purpose 

The purpose of this study was to determine if Indian and non- 
Indian children in grades four, five and six of the San Juan County 
School District during the 1969-70 school year, given reading instruc- 
tion with the use of the "Little Dictionary for Vocabulary and Idioms", 
achieved a greater reading vocabulary than did Indian and non-Indian 
children in grades four, five, and six, instructed in the conventional 
reading program of the San Juan County School District during the 
same school year. 

Hypotheses 

It was hypothesized that fourth, fifth, and sixth grade: 

1. Indian children given reading instruction using the "Little 
Dictionary for Vocabulary and Idioms", will achieve a 
significantly higher level of reading vocabulary than will 
Indian children who arc instructed in the conventional 
reading program of the San Juan County School District. 

2. Non-Indian children • given reading instruction using the 
"Little Dictionary for Vocabulary and Idioms", will achieve 
a significantly higher level in their reading vocabulary 
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than will non-Indian children instructed in the conven- 
tional reading program of the San Juan County School 
District . 

Delimita t ions 

This study was limited to fourth, fifth, and sixth grade 
pupils in the designated experimental and control classes of the San 
Juan County School District during the 1969-1970 school year. Only 
pupils who were enrolled in their respective class for the entire year 
and who completed both the pretest and posttest were included in this 
study, 

Methods and Procedures 

Experimental classes . The exper iraem nl classes in this study 
included: grades four and six in the Mont ice llo Elementary School; 
grade five in the Bland ing Elementary School and grade five in the 
Montezuma Creek Elementary School. 

Control classe s. The control classes in this study consisted 
of grade five in Nonticcllo Elementary, grades four and six in Blending 
Elementary School and grades four and six in the Montezuma Creek 
Elementary School. 

Instruments . All schools in the study used die 1966 edition 
of Scott Forcsman and Company as basal readers, The basal reader in 
all three grades was entitled O pen H i ghways along with the proper 
grade connotation. The supplementary readers were grade four Ventures , 
grade five Vistas , and grade six Cavalcade s . 
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Each story in all six of these books was carefully reviewed 
and every idion and vocabulary item that in the judgment of the 
inve s t igatoir was questionable in terms of understanding by a bilingual 
student was extracted and defined in very basic English. When each 
book was completely reviewed, all extracted and defined items were 
then printed and bound in a "Little Dictionary for Vocabulary and 
Idioms. 11 This gave a complete dictionary for each of the six readers 
in use in the San Juan County School District Elementary Schools. 
Samples are available for inspection. 

Each of the six "little Dictionaries for Vocabulary and Idioms" 
was then published in the numbers allowable under the research budget, 
giving a proportional amount to each group based upon student popula- 
tion . 

Collection of Data 

Data for this study was collected from pretests and posttests. 
These tests were constructed by selecting four items from each randomly 
selected page in the previously mentioned readers. Approximately 40 
percent of the total test items were idiom phrases a 2 id 60 percent 
were vocabulary items. All tests were constructed in multiple choice 
pattern using four answer choices. Answers were inscribed on a four- 
choice type I.B.M. answer sheet. 

Answer sheets were coded according to school, grade, sex, 
Indian, and non-Indian. These tests were given the first week in 
October of the 1969-1970 school year. The results of these tests 
were used to establish basal reading vocabulary and idiom levels. 
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Treatme nt: ox t he D al: a 

These, same tests \-7cre given again as the posttest during the 
first v?eck in Hay of 1970. The collected data was then processed and 
comparisons made according to Indian, and non-Indian students within 
experimental and control groups. Statistical comparisons were made 
using the t-Ratio to determine the levels of significance between 
experimental and control groups. 
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CHAPTER IT. 



REVIEW OF THE LITERATURE 
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ducators agree, it basic to the academic and eventual 
personal, social and econo...ic success of children Is their ability Co 
speak correctly and read cfflclently.nl Concern „„ ^ ^ 

the great number of students who are steadily dropping out of school. 
Many programs have been put Into effect In an effort to capture the 
interests of these young people. Educators must arrive at means that 

" m helP tl,ese *"«•** »“!> successful school experiences. 

It Is an established fact that students remain In school only as long 

as they believe they have a chance of achieving a step up the ladder 
towards graduation, better jobs and fuUer lives. One does not easily 
fool those who cannot read. They feel differently, some feel inferio, 
IS fool guilty or ashamed when exposed to their peers . 2 

Ihe foregoing facts ore embodied in problems facing every 
school district in America. Americans tend to associate or tag these 
haid luch stories on the poor white or the deprived black. Bhac some- 
educators fall to realJwo is that these same limitations have a 
potentiating effect on the bilingnal student who comes to the English 
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